




We are very excited about the upcoming year and look forward to all of the adventures we will be taking. In order to help you get prepared for fourth grade, we have come up with a few assignments for you to complete over the summer. These assignments are due throughout your first week back at school. Each assignment is attached with directions. Please remember to plan out your projects based on their due date so that they are completed on time!  
We have provided a check list below to help you stay on track. 

[image: image2]    All About Me Project- Due Wednesday, September 8, 2010
 
                    Summer Reading Challenge- Due Monday, September 13, 2010  
              Math and Activity Calendar – Due Tuesday, September 14, 2010
              New York State Research Project- Due Friday, September 17, 2010    
We look forward to seeing all of your wonderful work!
Educationally yours, 

Ms. Birstingl 

Ms. Shelzi-Kugelman 


This project is due: Wednesday, September 8, 2010
This project will give you an opportunity to choose from a variety of activities to complete a project about yourself in order to introduce yourself to your class community during our first few days back at school! Below is a list of activities you may choose from. You must complete at least three or more of the eight activities. Projects will be graded based on effort, organization, and neatness. We have included your cover and a variety of paper for you to choose from and a ring to bind your book. 
When you are finished, decorate your cover with a photograph or drawing of yourself and of course, your name.
Your book will be displayed in the classroom to help create our community.

Art~ Draw a picture of yourself doing something you enjoy or that comforts you. Your picture should utilize most of the paper and your drawing must be clear, neat, and colored. 

Attitude Is Everything~ Is there someone in your life that you look up to? What does he/she do that makes him/her so big in your eyes? Think of two characteristics you admire about your ‘special someone’ and explain with as many wonderful details as you can in two separate paragraphs how he/she displays these characteristics to others. Please include a picture or drawing of the two of you.  

Bird’s Eye Diagram~ Draw a bird’s eye diagram of your favorite room or place. Make sure to include as many details as possible in your drawing. Please also color in your picture and make sure you use a ruler for straight lines. 

Creative Collage~ Create a collage that describes you. Use magazines, newspapers, clip art etc. Make sure to fill up the piece of paper with as many pictures and words that describe who you are. 

Interview~ Ask someone in your family what you were like as a baby/toddler. Be sure to write down each question and answer in complete and detailed sentences. One or two word answers will not be accepted. 

Pet Paragraph~ Write a detailed paragraph about your pet or a pet that you would like to have. You may include what he/she looks like, likes to eat, enjoys doing, or any other interesting information you want to share. Include a picture or drawing. 

Poetry~ Write a poem about anything that is important to you such as a sport, a friend or family member, school, or even yourself! You may choose any type of poem you are comfortable writing. 

Short Story~ Write a short story in which you are the main character. In your story, describe yourself 20 years from now (you’d be almost thirty years old!) Be as creative as you can be. The tone of your story can be funny or serious- it’s up to you! 

This project will be due on our first day back to school so please budget your time well so that it represents your best work. Remember to edit all of your activities for neatness, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling so that we will see your best work!  Have fun with this project and we can’t wait to learn All About You! 
 

Check here when you’ve completed this project
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This project is due: Friday, September 17, 2010

During fourth grade we will be focusing on the development of New York City and New York State in Social Studies and ELA. In order for us to get a jump start at the beginning of the year we feel it is important for you to gain background knowledge on the history of New York State. For this project we are asking you to research the history of New York State and find information that you feel is important and interesting. You can choose to display this information on a poster, PowerPoint, or diorama. All projects must include writing and pictures. Remember that you can go to the library to have a librarian help you in your research, search the internet for information, and look on our fourth grade website to find useful information and links. We look forward to seeing everything that you have learned and the creative ways you’ve displayed this information. 
Here is a checklist to help you stay organized: 

____ I’ve chosen a way to display my information 

· Poster

· PowerPoint

· Diorama 

____ I’ve found interesting information about the history of New York State

____ I’ve found important information about the history of New York State 

____ I’ve included pictures 
____ I’ve edited my work to make sure that my best work is being shown 


Check here when you’ve completed this project
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This challenge is due on: Monday, September 13, 2010
This summer we are going to have you take a Summer Reading Challenge to discover that reading IS everywhere! In this challenge you will be required to read at least two chapter books and record your reading on a reading log. We are then asking you to record as many different pieces of text that you read throughout the summer and write it down on the log provided. 

For example, record when you read: 

· a flyer

· an advertisement

· a recipe

· T.V. captions

· a menu 

· a newspaper article

· any other types of texts you find yourself reading 
The student who reads the greatest variety of texts over the summer 
will win a prize!
*Remember that words are all around us!

  Check here when you’ve completed this challenge 
