Focus:  Aesop's Fables: Unity
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“The Father and His Sons”
A father had a family of sons who were constantly quarreling amongst themselves. One day, he told them to bring him a bundle of sticks. When they had done so, he placed the bundle of sticks into the hands of each of them, one at a time, and ordered his sons to break the bundle in pieces. They tried with all their strength, but were not able to do it.

He next opened the bundle, took the sticks apart and separately, one by one, put them into his sons' hands, upon which they broke the sticks easily.

He then said, "My sons, if you help each other together, and unite with each other,

you will be as this bundle, strong and uninjured by all the attempts of your enemies. But if you are divided amongst yourselves, you will be broken as easily as these sticks."
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Short Response Question:
	Cause 


                                                
	Effect

	Because the sons were always arguing…
	

	Because the sticks were separated… 
	

	Because the sticks were in a bundle…
	


1)   Explain the lesson the father wanted his sons to learn.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2. The father was ____________ about his sons. 





a)   happy    b)  concerned     c)  ignored     d)  eager





1. The sons got along well together. �  


a) true          b)false        c) unable to determine





4. What is this fable's moral?


 What goes around, comes around


 With unity comes strength


Too much of a good thing is too much sometimes


Liars never prosper





3. It was easier for the sons to break the sticks one at a time. � 


a) true          b) false        c)  maybe








5. Which inference about the old man is most correct?


He has a disease.


He is rich.


He has no daughters.


 He is wise.





6.  How were the sons able to break the sticks?


When the sticks were in a bundle.


When the sticks were together.


When the sticks were still on the tree.


 When the sticks were individually separated. 
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