Belling the Cat

An Aesop Fable
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     The Mice once called a meeting to decide on a plan to free themselves of their enemy, the Cat. At least they wished to find some way of knowing when she was coming, so they might have time to run away. Indeed, something had to be done, for they lived in such constant fear of her claws that they hardly dared stir from their dens by night or day.
     Many plans were discussed, but none of them was thought good enough. At last a very young Mouse got up and said:
     "I have a plan that seems very simple, but I know it will be successful. All we have to do is to hang a bell about the Cat's neck. When we hear the bell ringing we will know immediately that our enemy is coming."
     All the Mice were much surprised that they had not thought of such a plan before. But in the midst of the rejoicing over their good fortune and good plan, an old Mouse arose and said, "I will say that the plan of the young Mouse is very good. But let me ask one question: Who will bell the Cat?"  The young Mouse said,” I came up with the plan. I shouldn’t do it.” Another mouse said, “I’m too old to do it.” Then another mouse squeaked,” I’m not fast enough or quiet enough to bell the cat.”
     The plan sounded simple to the mice.  However, would there be a mouse bold enough to carry out this plan?     
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1)  This story is mainly about: 

a)  A cat and a mouse

b) Mice trying to protect themselves from a cat

c) Humans trying to capture mice

d) Mice trying to find a cat with a bell

2)  The purpose of the bell was :
a)   to scare the cat from eating the mice

b)   to signal when the cat was coming

c)   to put it around the cat’s neck

d)  for it to ring

3)  The moral of the story could be:
a)  Bell the cat

b) Talk is cheap; actions speak louder than words

c) Liars never prosper

d) One kind act deserves another

4)  The mice can be described as:
a)  eager

b) jealous

c) fearless

d) fearful

5)  What is the conflict at the end of the mice’s meeting?

a)  They all want to put the bell around the cat

b) They do not know where the cat is 

c) They do not know who will be brave enough to bell the cat

d) Their meeting is running late 
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1) Choose one character trait to describe the mice. Then give one example from the text to support that trait.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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2)     Explain why the mice were making excuses towards the end of the text.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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